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learned to regard him as one of the most high-minded, conscientious, 
and generous of men. For much of his life he remained in honorable, 
contented, self-denying poverty, unwilling to purchase preferment at 
the cost of principle, or to creep into it by sycophancy. For many 
more years his income yielded but a frugal competency for a man and 
a family of liberal tastes and numerous relations with society. And 
when, late in life, he became comparatively rich by the demise of his 
brother, he manifestly prized his fortune mainly for the good which it 
enabled him to do. His stout heart, his sunny temper, his strenuous 
industry, his manly fortitude, his self-forgetting kindness, under adverse 
fortune, have called out our warm admiration, nor does he seem to us 
any the less a saint for his hatred of cant and his habit of laughing off 
his troubles instead of whining under them. Even in his profession, 
he would bear being judged by a very high standard ; and while he 
was a parish priest, the record of his life shows him to have been, in 
every form of service and influence, and without sparing himself, per- 
severingly faithful both to the worldly and the spiritual interests of his 
parishioners, uniting and discharging with equal assiduity the offices of 
physician, magistrate, pastor, and preacher. His wit was but the salt 
of his life, and of a life which was often in sore need enough of such a 
condiment, both for himself and his household ; and it is only because 
the salt was so pungent and racy, that it was gathered up as fast as it 
was scattered over a perpetual sacrifice to God and duty, which the 
world at large could not see till it was consummated. 



6. — Mathematical Dictionary and Oyclopeedia of Mathematical Science. 
Comprising Definitions of all the Terms employed in Mathematics ; 
an Analysis of each Branch ; and of the Whole as forming a single 
Science. By Charles Davies, LL. D., and William G. Peck, 
A.M. New York: A. S. Barnes & Co. 1855. 8vo. pp.592. 

We have tested the completeness of this Dictionary by looking for a 
considerable number and variety of titles, under all of which we have 
found statements or discussions succinct without being obscure, and 
sufficiently thorough to render the work a reference-book for proficients 
as well as pupils in mathematics. We have found, too, more than the 
title promises, — valuable treatises on the practical applications of 
mathematical science, especially on navigation and surveying, and 
several essays on the construction, theory, and working of mathematical 
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instruments. We recommend this book, not only because it has a re- 
condite and learned aspect, but because from turning over its leaves we 
see that it is just such a book as we have needed for more than a score 
of years, (yet without supposing that it would ever be made,) and as 
we anticipate using frequently to our own satisfaction and profit. 



7. — The Magic Word. By Alton. Boston : James Munroe & Co. 
1855. 16mo. pp. 183. 

We have been asked (not by the author directly or indirectly) to 
notice this beautifully printed volume of poems, the first of which gives 
its title to the whole. We can do nothing better for it than to quote 
the first stanza, which, as to originality of thought, power of expression, 
and euphony of versification, seems to us a fair index of the author's 
poetical ability. 

" There is a word — the word of words, 

To which a charm is lent, 
That keeps the universe alive, 

This word — encouragement. 
'T is like a main-spring to the world, 

That, with a sovereign sway, 
Whene'er the hall would cease its course, 

Impels it on its way." 



8. — The Christian Life, Social and Individual. By Peter Batne, 
M. A. Boston : Gould and Lincoln. 1855. 24mo. pp. 528. 

Mb. Bayne is a writer of no ordinary power and merit. With 
occasional instances of overwrought expression and excessive ornament, 
his style is generally graceful and always strong, and abounds in pas- 
sages of rare brilliancy and beauty. His object is to refute the pan- 
theism and the hero-worship of the Carlyle school, by exhibiting, in 
the first place, those elements of Christianity which are essential to the 
highest individual and social development, and, secondly, by demon- 
strating historically the indebtedness of the noblest types of humanity 
in Christendom to specific Christian ideas, principles, and impulses. 
In prosecution of the second part of this design, he introduces biogra- 



